




UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WASHINGTON, DC. 20460

OFFICE OF 
ADMNISTRATON 
AND RESOURCES 

MANAGEMENT 

The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Cortez Masto: 

Thank you for your March 22, 2018, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
regarding closures at EPA's Las Vegas facilities. The Administrator asked that I respond on his behalf. 

Since 2012, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has released over 517 thousand square feet 
of office space nationwide resulting in cumulative annual rent avoidance of nearly $20 million. 
The EPA is continuing to invest in reconfiguring workspace to align with current workforcc levels 
and to reduce long-term rent costs consistent with the Federal Assets Sale and Transfer Act 
(FASTA) of 2016. 

In 2012, the agency began discussing with Congress the future of the laboratory located in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. The Office of Research and Development (ORD) has had a leasing arrangement with the 
University of Las Vegas, Nevada for many years, allowing the EPA to rent laboratory and office space 
on the university campus. In 2014, the UNLV indicated they are not interested in continuing this 
arrangement. Accordingly, EPA begin making preparation for an alternative location to continue this 
work in that same year. 

The Office of Administration Resources and Management (OARM) conducts human resources 
transactional services currently through three Human Resources (HR) Shared Service Centers including 
Las Vegas. The centers in Cincinnati. Ohio and Research Triangle Park, North Carolina arc in EPA-
owned facilities. The HR shared service center in Las Vegas, Nevada. the smallest of the three, is in 
leased space. 

Consistent with the FASTA, a decision was made that the work currently performed by OARM and 
ORD in Las Vegas, would transition to EPA-owned locations by September 30, 2018. This 
determination will ensure the agency continues to provide services in an efficient and cost-effective 
manner. 

Operations will continue in federally-owned space in other EPA locations and will reduce the 
EPA's overall operational costs moving forward. The EPA's human resources staff of 17 
employees have been offered paid relocation to equivalent positions at the EPA's headquarters, 
Cincinnati or Research Triangle Park offices. Likewise, the agency's research personnel staff of 
32 have been offered paid relocation to equivalent positions at Cincinnati, Ohio. Research 
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Triangle Park. North Carolina. Athens, Georgia or other ORD locations. The EPA also received 
approval by the Office of Personnel Management and the Office of Management and Budget of a 
Voluntary Early Retirement Authority and Voluntary Separation Incentive Payment package, 
funded from the FY 2017 Environmental Programs and Management Appropriations Account. 

The current lease with the UNLV expires on September 30, 2020, but given the long history of 
laboratory work by the EPA and its predecessors, the EPA needs approximately two years to conduct the 
required sampling and clean-up activities needed to release the space back to the UNLV and to meet 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission decommissioning and license requirements. 

The important research conducted at the Las Vegas location will continue at the agency's laboratories in 
Research Triangle Park North Carolina. Additionally, laboratory facilities in Colorado will ensure that 
the EPA meets the requirement of Section 104(e) of the Clean Water Act, which states that the EPA 
must have laboratory facilities in the southwestern area of the United States near institutions of higher 
learning. 

We appreciate your continued support of these important priority areas. If you have further questions, please 
contact me or your staff may contact Christina Moody in EPA's Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Relations at Moodv.christina!a2epa.gov or 202-564-0260. 

14r 
Doniia J. Vizian, 
Principal Deputy Assistant Administrator
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